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In the era of digitalization, each and every field 

of education including medical are influenced by   

technological advancements. Now a day’s not 

only students but also teachers are using social 

media [1] and smart phones for teaching and 

learning. Life is changing dynamically every day 

and we as teachers must accept the modifications 

to persist and to provide our best to students all 

the time.  Diversity of social networking 

platforms are accessible for medical teachers on 

which students and teachers can intermingle and 

converse curricular and extra-curricular stuffs as 

and when needed.  Due to Covid pandemic, 

online teaching-learning is commonly used all 

over the world in which social media played a 

major role [2, 3]. Face book, WhatsApp, 

Instagram, YouTube and many more are the 

platforms promoting collaborative learning, 

improved communication and knowledge 

sharing.  Actual physical classrooms are 

converted into virtual classroom with the use of 

various online platforms like cisco webex, zoom, 

google meet, etc. Numerous newer ways of 

teaching like use of google site [4], development 

of e -learning module [5], use of google forms 

for MCQs, use of google forms to obtain 

feedback, are available. Use of social media is 

not only restricted with teaching learning but it 

has crossed all horizon which including 

publicity, earning potential, time companion, 

socialism and many more. Many of the faculties 

have started using social media as earning 

platform via publicizing their work online. 

Creation of online lecture sessions, you tube 

videos, live streaming, etc. are very common 

now. The availability of smart phones and 

internet facility leads to connectivity with peers 

and friends and help in sharing knowledge. Use 

of mobile phone among medical residents has 

become a universal phenomenon in academic 

and clinical settings. The health care institutes 

and medical leadership should support proper 

utilization of these devices for medical education 

and clinical decision making but more 

importantly, the confidentiality of the patients 

must also be ensured. On the other hand there are 

so many challenges in the use of social media for 

medical education viz. lack of physical activities 
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in the form of visit to hospital  wards, feeling of 

difficulties in face to face communication, cyber 

bullying, diversion of attention of young minds, 

lack of interest in peer feedback, maintenance of 

privacy and integrity etc. Actual physical 

contact, face to face and eye to eye interactions, 

humanity [6], empathy, human warmth and 

touch, etc. are completely missing in virtual 

world which are very much important for 

medical students. Open book test [7], case based 

learning [8], evidence based teaching [9], 

effective lecture [10], various innovative 

teaching methods [11], etc. are possible via use 

of smart phone and internet. 

 

In medical education, e learning can’t replace the 

actual physical contact and interaction among 

faculty and students, warmth, attachment and 

bonding of classroom teaching but e learning 

turned out to be the best alternative in difficult 

time like Covid pandemic. Truly social media 

and smart phones are proved very important tools 

in the current era. In short, we have to prepare 

ourselves to adopt newer ways of teaching as and 

when required.  
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